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Pow Martinez often describes his practice as “what a nature painter might do in a digital landscape,” 
rendering surreal, whimsical, at times unsettling, scenes in bold colors and compositions.

The worlds he depicts are derived from the digital landscape we often find ourselves immersed in, his 
inspirations being movie tropes, pop culture moments, and the broader expanse of the online space. 
Martinez presents varying sizes of cartoonish paintings set in these eclectic worlds featuring a cast of 
recurring characters including cowboys, monsters, and soldiers. 

The smaller works in the exhibition invite us to engage like we would on social media: with a fascination 
for a separate reality. In contrast, the larger works invite us directly into these worlds, drawing us in 
among the uncanny. In one painting, Martinez plays out a dreamlike scene, characters in various states 
of action and reaction, one of the personas a large head expelling a burst of fire. Another work centers 
on a lone painter, brush in hand, staring at a canvas. In this exhibition, the characters are perpetually 
in motion, whether riding a vehicle or figuratively navigating their way towards a distant goal.

The artist’s eponymous monograph, written by renowned contemporary art writer Tony Godfrey, 
is published by ArtAsiaPacific. This book offers a comprehensive view of the Filipino artist’s work 
spanning 2009 to 2023. Through insightful essays based on his conversations with Martinez, Godfrey 
delves into the artist’s passions and inspirations, both within and beyond his artistic practice.

mental door, 2024 
oil on canvas
8h x 8w in • 20.3h x 20.3w cm

sacrificial lamb, 2024 
oil on canvas
10.25h x 8w in • 26h x 20.3w cm

SLEEPWALK, 2023
acrylic on canvas

36h x 32w in • 91.40h x 81.30w cm

fortress, 2024 
oil on canvas

12.25h x 10.25w in • 31.1h x 26w cm

wiggle room, 2024 
oil on canvas

48h x 48w in • 121.9h x 121.9w cm

inner critic, 2024 
oil on canvas
24h x 24w in • 61h x 61w cm

strange appearance, 2024 
oil on canvas

12.5h x 10.25w in • 31.8h x 26w cm

classy, with just the right amount of dirty , 2024 
oil on canvas

10.25h x 8w in • 26h x 20.3w cm

boss fight, 2024 
oil on canvas

60h x 48w in • 152.4h x 121.92w cm

battle city, 2024 
oil on canvas
8h x 8w in • 20.3h x 20.3w cm

morality police, 2024 
oil on canvas

10.25h x 8w in • 26h x 20.3w cm

quit while you are ahead, 2024 
oil on canvas
24h x 24w in • 61h x 61w cm

POW MARTINEZ
Bio

Pow Martinez (b. 1983, Manila, Philippines; 
lives and works in Manila) is a Filipino 
artist known for his expressionistic style 
of painting, blending bold colors with 
demonic, mutant-like characters to create 
compelling canvases. Often resembling a 
beautiful nightmare, Martinez combines the 
mundanities of everyday life with elements 
of pop culture, resulting in darkly humorous 
works depicting society’s overconsumption.

Martinez is a recipient of the 2010 Ateneo 
Art Award for his exhibition 1 Billion Years 
at West Gallery, Philippines. He exhibits 
internationally and has worked with 
different media, from painting to sound. 
His recent exhibitions include State of Flux 
at Silverlens New York; City Prince/sses at 
Palais de Tokyo in Paris; Art Jakarta 2019 
with Silverlens and ROH Projects; 50 Years in 
Hollywood at Pinto Art Museum in New York; 
Art Basel Hong Kong 2019 with Silverlens; 
WXXX, West Gallery, Manila. Martinez has 
also held a number of solo shows in major 
galleries in Manila, the most recent of which 
is Pow Martinez  (2024) at Silverlens Manila. 
Early in 2022, Martinez had his first solo 
exhibition in Madrid entitled Underground 
Spiritual Unit at Galeria Yusto/Giner. In 2018, 
he had a solo exhibition in Indonesia titled 
Aesthetic Police, as an outcome of his month-
long residency program at OPQRStudio in 
Bandung.

www.silverlensgalleries.com
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R E S I D E NC I E S 
2018 OPQR Residency, Bandung, Indonesia

S O L O E X H I B I T IO N S

2024 Look, but don’t touch. Touch, but don’t taste. Taste, but don’t swallow,  
 MO_space, Manila

 Pow Martinez, Silverlens, Manila

 Solo Exhibition, Yusto / Giner, Madrid

2023 Delusions of Grandeur Woke Farm, Art Fair Philippines: Special Exhibitions,  
 Silverlens

2022 Clunker, Silverlens, Manila

 Underground Spiritual Unit, Galería Yusto/Giner, Madrid

2020 Sustainable Anxiety, Silverlens, Manila

2018 Aesthetic Police, ROH Projects, Jakarta

2017  Techno-utopian, Silverlens, Manila

 and now back to our regular programming, Art Informal, Manila

2016 Advanced Human, Random Parts, Oakland

 a man without a hobby is worthless, TAKSU Gallery, Singapore

2015 psychodelic behavior, West Gallery, Manila

 From the bitter abyss, Megumi Ogita Gallery, Tokyo

2014  May Cause Profound Mental Retardation, Pablo Gallery, Manila

 Caught between honor and revenge, how far will one man go, Silverlens,  
 Manila

 dogs playing poker, Manila Contemporary, Manila  

2013 1 bit, Mo_Space Project Room, Manila

 Losing my edge, Pablo Gallery, Manila

 Medieval woodcuts, Finale Art File, Manila

2012  Sploshing, Finale Art File, Manila

 Low Res, West Gallery, Manila

 Cyborg Scallops, Silverlens, Manila

2011  Nature Paintings, NOW Gallery, Manila

 Destroyed Planets, Pablo Gallery, Manila

 Cut Hands has the Solution, West Gallery, Manila

 Easy Listening Paintings, Mag:net Gallery, Manila

2010 march of the pigs, Lost Projects, Manila

 hyper blast abomination, Mag:net Gallery, Manila

2009 the brutal gardener, Mag:net Gallery, Manila

 one billion years, West Gallery, Manila

2007 pathetic doggy paddle, Mag:net Gallery, Manila

G ROU P E X H I B I T IO N S A N D PROJ E C T S

2024 The Armory Show, Silverlens, New York

 12x9x35, West Gallery, Manila

 Astonishing Panorama of the Endtimes, Edoweird, Manila

 Paint is the Spit Between the Eyes and the Gaze, Pablo Gallery, Manila

 Home is Where the Hurt Is, Ninuno Gallery, Manila

 Art Basel Hong Kong

 Markers: Silverlens @ 20, Silverlens, Manila

 Art Fair Philippines, Silverlens, Manila

2023 A portrait of a portrait show, Mo_Space, Manila

 Anniversary show, Pablo Gallery, Manila

 Double Vision, Pablo Gallery, Manila

 Kaon na ta!: A Melding of Visual Flavors, Iloilo Museum of Contemporary  
 Art

 DONTGIVEADAMNS#2, Volery Gallery, Dubai

 State of Flux, Silverlens, New York

 Art Fair Philippines, Silverlens, Manila

2022 Fuck Art Let’s Dance, Modeka, Manila

 The Armory Show, Silverlens, New York

 The Sea and The Jungle: Frieze Seoul, South Korea 

 OVR: Art Basel Hong Kong

 Art Fair Philippines, Silverlens, Manila

2021 Art Basel, Silverlens, Hong Kong

 ‘Only a Joke Can Save Us’ Present Projects Gallery, Sham Shui Po, Hong  
 Kong

 Art Fair Philippines, Silverlens, Manila

 S.E.A. Focus, Tanjong Pagar Distripark, Singapore

 SOUTH SOUTH VEZA, SOUTH SOUTH Platform

2020 Anticipating the Day, Silverlens, Manila

 Searching Sanctuary, Silverlens, Manila

 Art Fair Philippines, Silverlens, Manila

2019 An Artinformal Christmas Group Show, Artinformal, Manila

 Art Jakarta, ROH Projects, Jakarta

 WXXX, West Gallery, Manila

 City Prince/sses, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France

 50 Years in Hollywood, Pintô International, New York

 Art Basel, Silverlens, Hong Kong

 Art Fair Philippines, Silverlens, Manila

 Taipei Dangdai, Silverlens, Taipei

2018 Recent Works, Underground Gallery, Manila

 Art Basel, Silverlens, Hong Kong

 Chaos, Silverlens, Manila

 Art Fair Philippines, Silverlens, Manila

2017 Art Taipei, Taipei World Trade Center, Hall One, Taipei 

 Translación, Inaugural Exhibition, Curated by Gary-Ross Pastrana,   

 Silverlens, Manila

2016 WASAK! Reloaded, Arndt, Singapore

 WASAK!, Arndt, Berlin

2015 No Singing Allowed, Silverlens, Manila

2014 Brave New Worlds, Metropolitan Museum of Manila, Philippines

2013 manila vice, MIAM, Sete, France

 pirates, Megumi Ogita Gallery, Tokyo 

2012 bastards of misrepresentation, Topaz Arts, New York

2011 Confessions of a sinner, Manila Contemporary, Manila

 Post local, Silverlens, Manila

 Greatest Hits, Bastards of Misrepresentation, doing time on Filipino   
 time, 8 Salon, Hamburg

 Hide the Women and Children, Mo_Space, Manila

 Salvation in a nest of vipers, Y3K, Melbourne

 Complete and Unabridged, Osage Gallery, Hong Kong

2010 bastards of misrepresentation, doing time on Filipino time, Fries   
 Museum, Berlin

 serial killers from tate modern to taksu Singapore, Taksu, Singapore

 beautiful inside my head forever, Silverlens, Manila

 sirens hall, Mo_Space, Manila

 in fairness, Finale Art File, Manila

 happily unhappy, Blanc Gallery, Manila

2009 selected memory, Richard Koh Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur

 one small step for man, one giant leap for woman, Mag:net Gallery, Manila

 welcome to the jungle, Art Informal, Manila

2007  shoot me, Mo_Space, Manila

 i have nothing to paint and i’m painting it, Manila Contemporary, Manila 

 Sungdu-an 4”extensions,” Cagayan de Oro University 

2006 the blank show, West Gallery, Manila

 long goodbye, Mag:net Gallery, Manila

 Strait from the source, Future Prospects, Manila

  missing vocabularies, Green Papaya Art Projects, Manila

2005 common and uncommon goods, Future Prospects, Manila

 other matters, Future Prospects, Manila
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2004-2006 Kalayaan College, Painting

2002-2004 University of the Philippines, Visual Communication
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